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A4Finn -
East and South-East Finland Rescue Services Joint 

Situation and Coordination Centre
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A4Finn -
East and South-East Finland Rescue Services 

Joint Situation and Coordination Centre

• Combines four rescue services

• Supports a wide area rescue 
activities

• Acts as contact point towards 
other relevant  authorities 

• Operational 24/7

• Rotational and dynamically 
transferred duty cycle (4/4)
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Situational awareness at the command centre

• Operator evaluating weather 
forecasts

• In use:

• A4Finn

• FMI forecasts (Ilmanet)

• (KRIVAT)  State Security 
Network

• Enhancing the preparedness 
of critical infrastructures, 
shared situational awareness 

• Emergency operations support 
and monitoring tool (PTM)

• Other rescue services 
command systems
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Natural disaster warning system (LUOVA)

• Luova –bulletin is published by 
FMI 

• Acts as trigger and provides 
automatically the warning levels

• Event is evaluated in respect to 
area and potential risk factors

• Information that is more detailed 
verifies the forecast of the 
situation >

timing of SitReps

• Completes and specifies the 
colour codes of A4FINN
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Procedure according to A4FINN/A4EU

1. Luova – bulletin 

• Acts as trigger and provides automatically the warning levels

• Updated as published

2. Update cycle of MEPS and meteorological data for the four regions is 
2 hours, data can be observed in A4EU platform 

3. Duty officer feeds the local data (e.g. electricity network 
disturbances, festival occurrences) 

4. A4FINN platform adjusts the expected impacts based on the 
atomized decision tree 

5. A4FINN platform provides the required procedures for the officers
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Additional features

• By adding infrastructure, 
ICT etc. disturbances to 
the application – there will 
be a more detailed 
estimation of the alert 
level
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Meteorological data

• Products from A4EU, e.g.
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Case 1: Winter storm January, 29-30, 2019

• In south and middle part of 
Finland have record high 
snow accumulation, approx. 
50 cm in snow depth

• Strong snowfall was 
forecasted covering the whole 
country

Turun sanomat, 31.1.2019
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Situation on Jan 30, 3:00 pm

• North Karelia region is in 
orange alert 

• North Savo, South Savo and 
South Karelia are in yellow 
alert 

• The state of alert continues 
till the next day



ISTIKEISTIKE

Alert level – indicators and measures

• Freezing rain probability àà yellow level

• Crown snow àà yellow level

• Together they create an orange level

• North Karelia rescue department raises its 
preparedness 

• Command readiness

• Contacts with other stakeholders

• Enhanced monitoring of situation 
picture

• Other rescue departments monitoring the 
development of the situation

• Enhanced monitoring of situation 
picture
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Case 2: Winter storm, February 3-4, 2019

• It was forecasted a low-pressure system 
progressing from Poland towards the 
western part of Finland. There was 
potential for extreme heavy snowfalls. 

• As the crown snow load amounts were 
already significant in eastern Finland, it 
was possible for the snowfall to induce 
significant interruptions in electricity 
distribution.

• The CP at ISTIKE increased readiness level

• In the end, no big hazards were 
encountered as snowfall was weaker than 
expected.
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Case 2: Winter storm on February 3-4, 2019

• LUOVA- bulletin is 
given

• Most of ISTIKE 
region has yellow 
alert level

• During the 
weekend, South 
Karelia had 
increased 
readiness level and 
FMoI was 
following the 
situation
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Winter storm on February 3-4, 2019

Third LUOVA- bulletin 
is given

Higher risk levels are 
expected in about 30 
hours ahead
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Winter storm on February 3-4, 2019

• A4FINN on Feb 4

• Higher risk levels are 
expected in about 30 
hours ahead 
because of 
combined impact of:

• Snowfall 

• Snowfall 
accumulation

• Crown snow 
load
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Winter storm on February 3-4, 2019

• Consequences:

• Liquid Water Equivalent (LWE) 
precipitation: 5-15 mm

• Wind gusts: 11-17 m/s

• Households without electricity 
ca. 6000

• Rescue Departments 
interventions ca. 160
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Thank you!
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