
THE SPANISH CIVIL PROTECTION SYSTEM



CIVIL PROTECTION
(Law 17/2015)

Civil Protection, as an instrument of public
security, is the public service that protects people
and goods by guarantying an appropriate response
to the different types of emergencies or
catastrophes, caused by natural or man-made
hazards accidentally or intentionally provoked.



SPANISH CIVIL PROTECTION SYSTEM
(Law 17/2015)

The National Civil Protection System is the
essential instrument that ensures the coordination,
the cohesion and the efficiency of CP public
policies.



LOCAL LEVEL

STATE LEVEL

Armed Forces
Security Forces

Health services
Other Technical Services

REGIONAL/AC LEVEL

Fire fighters
Health services

Autonomous Community Police
Other Technical Services

Local police

Health services
Fire fighters

Other Technical Services

Volunteers

Self-protection Corporate

COMMUNITY

Citizen

PARTICIPANTS



GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE SYSTEM

¡Concurrent jurisdiction: State; AC (Region); Local

¡Autonomy over organization and management

¡Subsidiarity



CP	NATIONAL	LEVEL	

¡Spain	in	the	EU	

DELEGATIONS OF CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT IN THE 

AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITIES (AC,S)
UMEDIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR CP & 

EMERGENCIES 

EMERGENCIES NATIONAL CENTER 
(CENEM) 

MAPAMA



¡ ¡

¡17 AC,s

¡2 Autonomous cities (Ceuta y Melilla) 

¡52 Provinces 

• Delegat ions  o f  Cent ra l  Government  (17+2)

• Sub-Delegat ions  o f  Cent ra l  Government  (43)

• Regiona l  Min is t r ies  o f  In ter ior

• Emergenc ies  Serv ices  112 

¡3	

CP	REGIONAL	LEVEL	



¡Madrid,	3,3	mill	inhabitants

¡Emergency	Medical	Service	(SAMUR)

CP	LOCAL	LEVEL	

8.122 Municipalities

400 municipalities + 20.000 inh

Local Services of CP/Volunteers



CIVIL PROTECTION FUNCTIONS

ANTICIPATION PREVENTION PLANNING

EARLY  WARNING

RECOVERY

RESPONSE

EVALUATION&INSPECTION
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¡Legal framework
¡Coordinating bodies
¡Planning
¡Training 

CIVIL PROTECTION PILLARS



LEGAL SPHERES OF THE SYSTEM

European 
Union 
LegislationMunicipality

Regulations Regional Government 
Regulations

National Legislation



COORDINATING BODIES

Regional Civil Protection Commissions:
Autonomous Communities Administrations.
•Central Government Departments.
•Local Administrations.

National Civil Protection Council:
•Central Government Departments.
•Autonomous Communities Administrations.
•Spanish Association of Local Entities.



PLANNING LEVELS

STATE

REGIONAL/AC

LOCAL

COMMUNITY

• Territorial Plans
• Special Plans 

• Territorial Plans 

•

• State Plan
• Special Plans

Self Protection Plans



RISKS SUBJECT TO SPECIAL PLANS

¡National/Regional	Level
• Floods
• Earthquakes
• Chemical
• Radiological
• Transports	of	dangerous	goods
• Forest	fires
• Volcanic
• Tsunamis
• Biological
• Air	accidents

¡National	level
• Nuclear																										
• War	



TRAINING

• National Civil Protection School (ENPC) (Law 
17/2015):

q Training branch DGPCE

q Specialized training

q Research and development

q CP doctrine and standard procedures



MANAGEMENT

PLAN APPROVAL MANAGEMENT IN CASE OF NATIONAL INTEREST  EMERGENCY

SUPPORT MANAGEMENT IN CASE OF C.A. INTEREST

LOCAL ADMINISTRATIONS
Competent body for CP LOCAL PLAN

•Municipal Resources
• Resources assigned by other 
Administrations
•Private Resources

AUTONOMOUS 
COMMUNITIES

Competent body for CP

AUTONOMOUS COMMUNITY PLAN

•Resources of the A.C.
•Resources assigned by other 
Administrations
•Private resources

BASIC NORMS 
SPANISH CP SYSTEM

Request of Intern. Assistance

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR
Gen. Directorate of Civil 

Protection
NATIONAL 

PLAN

•National Resources
•Resources of other Autonomous 
Communities outside the affected area 
•Private resources

DELEGATE / VICE-DELEGATE 
OF GOVERNMENT 



NATIONAL EMERGENCIES CENTER
CENEM



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATENTION

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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